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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicant respectfully requests 
consideration of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of the references 
listed are also enclosed. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the references cited on the 
Form PTO-1449 and indicate that the references have been considered in this application by 
returning a copy of the Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per 
MPEP 609. 

A non-final Office Action on the merits has already been issued in the current 
Application. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1), Applicant states that two of the publications 
(Gebauer, et al. and Jarosova, et al.) listed on the Form PTO-1449 were not cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the 
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knowledge of the person signing this paper, after making reasonable inquiry, that these items 
were not known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior 
to the filing of this paper. 

However, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2), Applicant encloses a check in the amount of 
$180.00 as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) with regard to the remaining two publications (US 
Patent No. 5,798,096 and European Patent No. 0153672 A2) listed on the Form PTO-1449 that 
were inadvertently omitted in previous Information Disclosure Statements. 

Finally, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the references cited 
on the Form PTO-1449 submitted on April 11, 2002 and indicate that the references have been 
considered in this application by returning a copy of that Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's 
initials in the left column per MPEP 609. The Examiner sent a copy of that Form PTO-1449 
with the Office Action dated June 5, 2003 as being stamped received on April 15, 2002 but 
without initials. 

In the event that the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office determines a discrepancy between 
the necessary fee required for this submission and the amount enclosed, authorization is given to 
charge or credit the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-0206 as appropriate. 


Hunton & Williams LLP 
1900 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1109 
Ph. (202) 955-1500 
Fax (202) 778-2201 


Respectfully submitted, 



By: 



Stanislaus Aksman 
Registration No. 28,562 
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